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Abstract

“Silappadhikaram” is the first Kapiyam (epic) that emerged in Tamil Literature. It is
called the first Tamil Kapiyam. The Triumvir’s Kapiyam, The Vaniga (Commerce) Kapiyam.
The Drama Kapiyam. The Kudimakkal (Common Man’s) Kapiyam. “Silappathikaram”
revolutionized the literary works that traditionally glorified kings and nobles by creating a
woman as the heroine of the epic. Kannagi is the heroine of the epic. She is a daughter born
into a merchant family and married into a high-ranking family and was praised as a chaste
wife by the poets and eventually worshipped as a goddess. The leading character of the
“Silappadhikaram” epic is not only a woman every character is a gem of the story. The
female protagonists are the turning point of the epic and the ones who give life to every
movement of the story. All these female protagonists revolve around the protagonist Kannagi.
The article examines the role of female protagonists in the leading roles of the epic.
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